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THE KINDNESS
Polly Samson

Bloomsbury. Out Thursday ke
Brilliant student Julian has two A @ ".;-".
eat obsessions - his childhood m
ome Firdaws, and Julia, a beautiful ;

married woman eight years his senior.

The passionate affair that follows their
chance meeting leads to a hard-won
happiness that'’s later destroyed when,
oncetheyaresettled at Firdaws, their baby
dauﬁhter becomes gravelJ ill.

There are some ever structural
tricks to this wistful story. Samson writes
beautifully - particularly about nature -
and her deceptively simple narrative
produces a smart and torrid tale of the
consequences of sexual obsession and
jealousy.

* KINDNESS

Order books featured on this page at a special discounted rate through
the Mirror Bookshop on 0843 060 0022 (£1.75 post and packaging): The
Kindness in hardback by Polly Samson £12.99 (RRP £14.99); The Shut
Eye in hardback by Belinda Bauer £12.99 (RRP £14.99); You Belong To
Me in hardback by Samantha Hayes £10.99 (RRP £12.99); A Time For
Friends in hardback by Patricia Scanlan £12.99 (RRP £14.99).



